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VOCABULARY IN CONTEXT – SAGE STRATEGY 

 

S A G E 
 

 

 

 
Synonym Clues 

Many times, an author will place a synonym near a new or difficult word as a context 

clue to the word’s meaning. Sometimes, a synonym is set off with a pair of commas, a 

pair of dashes, or a pair of parentheses before and after it. 

 

Common Signal Words for Synonyms Examples: 

or, in other words, that is, also called  The dentist gave me laughing gas to 

alleviate or ease the pain of cutting out 

my wisdom teeth. 

 Being nocturnal, that is, active at night, 

owls are rarely seen during the day. 

 

Antonym Clues 

Antonyms help you guess a word’s meaning by showing you what the original word is 

not. 

 

Common Signal Words for Antonyms Examples: 

but, yet, however, in contrast, instead, not, 

on the other hand, while, whereas, 

although 

 During dinner, Marie let out a long, 

loud burp that mortified her mother 

but amused her friends. 

 Suzanne’s tone was surprisingly 

flippant, in contrast to her usual 

respectful manner. 
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General Sense 
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General Sense Clues (self-explanatory) 

Read the entire sentence or read ahead for a few sentences, for info that will help you 

understand new word. Sometimes definition provided, vivid word pictures or 

descriptions of a situation can provide a sense of the words meaning – use logic and 

reasoning skills 

 

Common Signal Words for General Sense Examples: 

Λ - none  To ensure safety, written and road 

tests should be mandatory for 

everyone who seeks a driver’s license 

for the first time; no exceptions should 

be allowed. 

 Instead of being placed in adult 

prisons, where they often become 

more antisocial by mixing with 

hardened criminals, youth who have 

been convicted of crimes should be 

placed in programs that rehabilitate 

them. 
 

Note – The Passage suggests placing youth in adult prisons makes them 

tougher so rehabilitate must mean something different because of word 

INSTEAD. 

 

Example Clues 

Many times the author will show the meaning of a new or difficult word by providing an 

example. Signal words indicate an example is coming. Colons and dashes can also 

indicate examples 

 

Common Signal Words for Examples Examples: 

for example, for instance, such as, 

including, consists of 

 

 The American presidency has suffered 

infamous events such as the 

Watergate scandal of Richard Nixon 

and the impeachment of Bill Clinton by 

the House of Representatives. 

 Some authors use pseudonyms; for 

example, famous American author 

Mark Twain’s real name was Samuel 

Clemens. 

  


